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5 l t“,, January o, 1886, my father, C.

» Sutton moved from his fathers’
Ly & |

| Carpenter,

var Greenbank to what s now
ii?:]l;] :T‘trgnk then it was called Dog
r We Jleft grandfather’s farm
aarly in the morning with our house-
rold goods Joaded on two covered
wagons. One wagon was driven by
my uncle Samuel  Sutton apd +the
other by Asbury Sheets.
and 1 rode in Uncle Sam
«hile father walked and drove two

~ows. The first day we pot as far as
.*']‘rm‘elers Repose, and there we spent,
=lhE night with Mr Peter D. Yeager
and his good wife. -

| In those days the East Fork of the.
'Greenbrier was not bridged so it was
' pecessary to ford the stream. Ice had
rrezen several feet from each bank of
the stream, leaving a deep (:llaamm_z]r
in the middle. It was necessary. for

(OWI.

'the men assisted by Mr- Yeager and
his son Will, to cut achannel through
 the shore-ice so the wagons could ge®

over. Then came Back River,. .or-as
it is now known, The West Fork of
the Greenbrier. and it was much
worse than the East Fork. Luck was

| with us, however, since R. B, Kerr

and Harvey Cromer were there at a
mill owned and operated by Mr Kerr.
To cross this Fork the wagons were!
‘orced. todrop from two to three
feet from the edge of the ice to the
river bed. What a wonder they
didn’t upset. We managed however
to negoliate the ford and start up
Cheat Mountain, After traveling all
day we reached Cheat Bridge and |
spent the night in the home of Mr
Cromer. (Right here I want to say
.hat no one ever had a better friend
tban Mr, Cromer, )

Mother-had walked and driven the
ows for quite some distance ard had
‘tozen Ler feet. The next morning
't was bliter cold as only it can be on
Mountain., Mr Cromer sent
nolner and we on to thelast top by
VEIgD Lo where a Mr
Wother and Mrs Lindsay prepared a
Ot dinner for the men who were
iriving. The wapgons went on to the
L night, making the trip 1n
vhiiee days. Father left mother and

| % cousine, Henlck Ward, and
down o the farm Lhe next
8y, Tue Ward farm where we spent
VELE I8 now part of the prison
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ogs Lo the Ronceverte Boom. Well
known men of DPocahontas county
were in the crew. Names such as
these are famildar to the older gener:
atlon. Bland Nottingham, John W
Sherman Sutton, WIise
Gillisple, Harper Smith, Lewlis Lynch
and’ J. A.- (Jimmie) Kirkpaurick.
Mr Kirkpatrick was the cook and his
cookee was Roland Scott,

When the construction crew
the Coal and Iron .reached what is

Mother | POW Brocker,” my father carried the

On days that be
could not -go- 1 carried the mail on
horseback. ™ A box was “located in
what Is now the Lee Galford farm for
one of the camps, and from there
down to the river and back to Dur-
bin following the railroad grade. N.
B. Arbogas}, or Uncle Polie, as he
was affetionately known, was posb
master and I was his assistant.

Days when ¢)'Connell and the c¢on-
struction camps pail off were liable to
be rough and I have changed the
mail while John Bell or Gratz Slavins
stood guard with-a Winchester.

O

When the C & I reached what is

now West Dvurbin .and the C & O-
what is mow Durbin, both had their

survey through what is called the
Narrows just, above Durbin. Both
roads were anxious to lay steel thro-
ugh the gap and the C & O got the
jumpon the C & I Theyv rushea a
crew in ope Saturday night_ in Octo:
ber 1902. Sunday saw intense activ
ity and when evening came a flat car
loaded with ties stood at the end of
steel. That is where the switch is

located going into Pocahontas Tanning

Company siding.

I have seen Duarbin grow from this
start to, . where it is today. Located
on U. S 250, the old, Staunton and
and Parkersburg Turnpike and the
junction of the W M and C &O.
Rail Roads. -Grown from two houses
a post office and one small country
store to an almost model town. To
day -we hayve paved streets, a water
system second to none -in the state,

Lindsay lived.| modern electric lights and power

from the West Penn, a consolidated
Methodist Church, movies

ond to none in the county and closely
crowding any in the state. No, Dur-
bin hasn’c done so badly by herself.

(Glve credit for our school to those
men who in the past years have
fought so hard for a high standard
|of learning. Mr Flynn, Mr ,Batson,
Mr Hedrick, Mr McMillion and Mr
Poscover. ‘I'bese men, assisted by as
Hoe a group of teachers as anywhere
in Lthe &Sbtate have made our school
a LOp ranking one. :

| renlly sturted oul to descertibe “the
dilTerence In transportation between
Greenbank and MiH Creek fIfty years
today but gob sidetracked
and rambled around until 1 have
glven & condensed history of Darhin.

ago and

urivye

To show the ditference In modes of
tranaportation I would supgest a Lrip
i B 1040 model car over State Route
4 and U. B 200,

M ' F Eades,
Durbin, W. Va

in a mod-
ern theatre, and a gradéd school sec- '




On January o, 1886, my father, C.| “I€Se a
G. Sutton moved from his fathers’{3tion.
farm near Greenbank to what is now | ©
Mill -Creek. then it was cg3
town. ~ We left grandfat
early in the mornin
hold goods Joad

y Sheets,
Uncle Sam’s -
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ogotiate the ford and start u
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day we reached Uheat Bridge and

'spent the night in the home of My 3
‘Ccromer. (Right here I want to say|
‘that no one ever had a better friend
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| Mother-had walked and driven the|

.. . cows for quite some distance and had

"N frozen her feet. The next morning
it was bitter cold as only it can
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